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TO THE 
R ght Reverend Father in God. 


JONATHAN. 


; Biſhop of WINCHESTER, 


AND 


Prelate of the moſt Noble Order 
of the GAR TE R. 


5 Lo RD, 
HIS Sermon, el as 1 e 8 
any Anſwer was Publiſb d to the Rights of the 


Church, being Preach'd again before your L OR D- 
. SHI P at your Primary Viſitation (with an Addition 


of the Applicatory part,) Humbiy Begs to be Ad- 


mitted among ſt others Preach d on that Occaſion upon the 


ſame Subject, as a Teſtimony of the Common Concern of 
your Clergy for the Intereſts of the Chriſtian Religion 


and our. E babe d Church; and of the Reliance they 
9 A 2 5 „ 
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have in jour LORDS 5 HIP for their Defence againſt 
the Inſolencies of a late Adverſary to the Chriſtian IM 
Prieſthood and Holy Sacraments. 


This is indeed a Cau iſe wherein, I truly believe, there 
is an Unanimous Concurrence of - the whole Hoch of our 
Church. For beſides the Unanſwerable Treatiſes it 
| hath produced; there have been many Excellent Diſ- 
] courſes from the Pulpit in our Vindication, Preach'd 
| every where before our Right Reverend Biſhops or their 
= Arch:Deacons at their — with their Approba 
| tion, ond to the Good-Liking # Clergy. I wiſh 
_ more of them had been . the ſame Commands, your 
| 4 LORD SHIP bath been Pleaſed to, la uppu.the 
| Unworthieſt, to be 2 d : For then perhaps not one 
| Erroneous Principle or Wreſted Citation in that 

Bool, (beimg taken to Pieces by ſo many Hands,) would 
bave eſcaped Examination and a Juſt Cenſure. 


What Advantage then bath this Author gain 4 by his 
Invectives, and Odious Names of Diviſion and Faction 
ObjeFted to us ? Whatever Contempt He may pleaſe to 
throw 21 our Order, He plainly fees that no one of it 
is ſo far Loſt and Srigmati matiz d, as to appear Publickly 
on the ſame fide with He meets bis Diſappoint- 
ment of Appealing to our Church, under any Denomina- 
tion, by ſeeing the whole Clergy, as one Man, Riſe up 4 

gainſt him. Lit him Conſider then, from what 8 
. Communion of Proteſtants he may expect his Thanks, 
for Arraigning that Church, which the moſt Sober and 

Learned 


m7 


2 Learned of thin have 'adowledged to be thei Bulwark 


againſt Popery. Aud let him Reflect, in what Soci 
he muſt natur ach, hn Bs Rev eproaches of the Chr 
ſtian Prieſthood, e er the Holy 
ry TE 

The mary Alan chic 1555 ve ” — * 

itution of our Church ever ſince the Reformation, 

your LO RDS HIT very well knows, have bitherto 
turned to dr Advantage; by raiſmg up a Righteous 
Teal in our Clergy, and the Learned Gentlemen of our 
Communion, in its Defence: Who have ſet Argument 
ugainſt Argument, without Conſidering the Perſon of the 
Opponent. And” He that ſhall write with — Mee l- 
neſs of the — concerning the Church of Chriſt, 
may propoſe his Reaſons and Schemes in the words of 
Soberneis and Truth; and if he pleaſe, Conceal his 
Name, which doth no ways of the Cauſe. But in the 
caſe of foul Slander, amidſt an heap of malicious 
Falſchoods, ( againſt "all the Rules of Charity and 
Good Manners, ) the only way of Vindication that 
remains, is to a to the World, by ſhewing 
what Quiver Sao Arrows come. If. — 
Suſpected Papiſt, the leſs Dangerous will they be to a 
Proteſtant Reader ; if from one of known Immora- 
lity, the Good and Religious will have no regard to bis 
Railings. The very knowing ſuch a Writer, will go a 
2 12 towards the * his Arguments £ this 


And 


n 


And there - was caſe my LORD, that in the latter 


4 * p. 27. end of my Sermon, * after the Reaſoning Part was" o- 
ver, 1 have hinted ſomething of this concerning Pope- 
ry, Cc. To which, without: breach of | 
added, (what every Proteſtant hath a Right to demand 7 
that we do hereby call upon Dr. W. Tindall, the 
boaſted Author of this Piece, to be ſatisfyed, How: and 
When He hath again Embraced the Reformed Reli- 
gion, and Renounced the Idolatrous Errors of the Church 
of Rome. If in the Reign of the late King James He 
Abjur'd the Proteſtant Faith, and Communion of the 
Church of England, under the Name of Hereſy, where 
and before whom, bath He publickly 3 that 
Abjuration ? Is his Bool of the RIGHTS His Pe- 
nitence for bis APOSTA CY ? Doth bis Treat- 

ment of the Church of England juſtify his being a fin- 
cere Convert to it? Is his coming to the Lord's Table 
any Evidence? Witneſs bis Propbane Abuſes of the moſt 
Bleſſed Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our Sa- 
Viour ! And ſuitable to his 22 Writing (1 fear ) 
his way of Receiving it ſince. His ſaying, that it is 
Conjuration and a Grace Cup; and the Offertory, only 
paying bis Club, is ſurely no Evidegce of his Diſcerning 
the Lord's Body. In ſhort, his Railings againſt our 
Church throughout the whole Book, ſmell ſtrong of the 
Renegade; and his Inferences at the latter end of it, is 
the Language A the rait ſtill. 


But I need not move your + ORDSHIPS Re 
ſentment in a Canſe wherein you have been a Confeſſor, 
| whilſt 


. 
whilſt others fell from the Faith. Your LORD. 
SHIP's Firmneſs in that difficult time of Tryal, is a 

| ſtanding Proof of your Abhorrence of thoſe Principles, 
bvbich they tempted ſuch Men to the Betraying our 
Church and Reformation, and ſtill urge them Be 

Unchriſtian Revilings. Popery under any Shape or Dif- 

| guiſe, and Blaſphemy barefac d, can never want your juſt 

Indignation ; nor your wonted Zeal to Protect them 

who Engage againſt theſe Adverſaries. Amongſt whom 1 

ſhall always deſire the HONOUR of Subſcribing 


my elf 9 5 
Hh LORD) a 
tow LORDS HIPS mot Obedient d Dutifu | 
| Hom and Servant, 


WILLIAM WHITFELD.. 
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"this anſwer to Pila, o ny ur Bleſſed Sabicuf is 16 
ſo far from diſowning himſelk © be 2 King, 


- E chat he aſſerts his Regal Title in in very plain 


Terms. Thou {of et Þ MF Foe: * * this Eng v. v. 


was I Born, and into the World, 
that I ſhould bear Wien 0 3 T — But his 2 
Kingdom, ens get 8 s World., Kg 
For the Kingdom 000 che Me Miah.” ”y bk if often 


of by che Prophets) is the King = of 1 15 of V Dan. 11. 
hav, the Dominion of Chriſt, vi City of God &c. tee os 
the End of its Rule on he is for th Salvation 1 


our Souls. lt, che Elec of God, "call d 
ated from the Power ans 7 bes 


of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of his dear Son. 
peculiar People, Zealous. of Good Works, for whom 


3 77 bimyelf, that, br; wight purify them to himſelf 
all leiggih, on ili bog «. nos; 

| "For which urpole, Grace and the Holy Spirit of 

God arc 1 


8 Power 
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Tis Power. God hath indeed ſet Chriſd far above all Prin- 
at #1 cipality, and Power, and Might, and Dominion, and every 
Name that is Named, not only in this World, but in that 
alſo which is to come: He bath put all things under bis 
Feet, andyiven him te be the Head over allthings.. But tis 
BAR! to the Church. g rg hath purchas d 
een with bis gon Blood: To which, at the Apoſtles firſt 
11-47 Preaching,the Lord added daily ſuch as ſhould be Javed "in 
one day about 3000 Sowb ; without leſſening the 
Number of any Exnhly Prince's Subjects. And (if 
Vil. Dan.VIT. the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, or the Para- 
©” | bla 1 Promiſes. of the New have Truth, ) Its Do- 
| minion ſhall be inlarged, till all the Kingdoms of the 
, Earth ſhall become ſubject to the Scepter of Chriſt, 
without detriment to the Rights and Powers of the 
Governours of this World; bur Confirming their 
- juſt Authority, wherever the Kingdom of Chrift 
ſhall be Eftabliſh'd in Truth and Righteouſneſs. - _ 
But now, concerning this Kingdom of our Bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer, there are two Fatal Errors: 
The one calculated for diſturbing the Peace, and in- 
vading the Rights of Mankind, under pretence of a 
Claim from Chriſt, (or perhaps of his Vicar,) to 
Earthly Dominion and Property. — To theſe, as well 
as to Pilat, our Lord ſays in my Text, My Kingdom 
is not of this Warld. — The other is no leſs pernicious in 
a Contrary way; for it brings the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
(even as to thoſe things wherein it conſiſts,) under 
Subjection to the State; and will not allow the Pow- 
ers of the one to be diſtin from the Authority of 


nance, hr of. the Liviathos inflead of che Gol. ** 
pel) is to be proſeſſed, and not that which Jeſus Chriſt 
Theſe and fuch like Errors) in rab; Me. Hobbs, == = 


and a late * Author, atiſe in General from hence bb. lat | 
becauſe there is no coercive Power in the King Charch. = 
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proper! to „Ch ee, 

een thee eee or ſet apart or 04 20969 

Divine ©. Offices,) or Woman, may Ad- Age tw 1 

niſi and the Supper of the Lord; may Church. 1 | 
_ admic 


jects into Chrif's Ki Kingdom; but chat no 2 
one hath Authority to exclude from thente. | 7 
| In anſwer ro theſe kind of Dodtines, ic may ſub 2 I 
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Il. That he hath appointed a diſtin Order of 
| Men, to Miniſter in Holy things in his Church. 


III. That he hach inveſted theſe his Miniſters, 
with the ſole Authority of admitting Members 
into his Church, and of Excluding from its Com- 
munion. 58 1163 0) T1610 A 10 


I. As tothe firſt, let us Conſider but this one thing. 
The Kingdom of Chriſt is ſaid to Relate only to a- 
nother Life. But the Conſideration of a Future 
State doth neceſſarily imply a Care and Ad- 
miniſtration in this Liſe) on wich Ee doth de- 
pend : This World (it we do not believe Purgatory, ) 
is the only place, wherein any thing may be done, 
that is available to Everlaſting Life. And of all Inſti- 
tutions, that of the Goſpel is the weakeſt, if ( profeſſing 
to bring us to Eternal Happineſs) it hath been 
wanting in any neceſſary Obligations or Directions, 
in the way to our Heavenly Country. | Moſes, and 
even Mahomet have ſet forth their Laws Relating to 
N this Life; which at this Day, are obſerved as ſuch. 
Doris ig. And Jeſus Chriſt is that Prophet, f whom Moſes ſaid unto 
| the Children of Vrael, A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God 
raiſe up unto you of your Brethren, like unto me. Him 
Mat. 4,24, ſhall ye brar. And with that Authority he ſpeaks. 
* in the Goſpel. 7 ſay unto you, whoſoever looketh upon 4 
Woman to Luſt after her, bath Committed Adultery with 
ler. Iſay unto you, ſwear not @t all, &c. . 
A 2 85 een, 


from God, ſhall not he who 
the greater Authority)? 


#4 . ; : 
1 I 5 
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Roms 


. Herein, either there was ſomething added by Chriſt, 
to make the Law'more' perfect; or elſe ;there was a 
New Interpretation given to it. If Chriſt added to the 


Lawof God, he way in that a Lawgiver as much 


as he, that at firſt ſaid, Thou ſhall not Commit A- 
dultery. If Chriſt only interpreted theſe Laws (that 
the 7ews might underſtand the true Scope and Force 
of them) His Interpretation of what was not be- 
fore known, became then a known Law. And he 
being ſent from God to declare his Will, who ſhall 
ſay that the Will of God revealed by him, is not a 
Law, unleſs it ſhall be made ſo, by us his Creatures 2 If 
all Power of Governing and making Laws is derived 

gives this Power, have 


But that Jeſus Chriſt did actually Exerciſe this Au- 
thority as a Lawgiver, is Evident, _ | 


2. From the New Commands he hath given. 


3. From the Penal Sanctions he hath inforc'd his 
Laws with. TY 50 


| 4431 
1. For firſt, tho Chriſt came to fulfill the Law in its 


moral Precepts, yet it is certainly now alter d, and 


diſſolv d in what was Ceremonial. The Jewiſh, Sabbath 
is Chang d to the Lord's Day: The Feaſt of nd Paſlo- 
ver to the Lord's Supper; and Circumciſion, into 
Baptiſm: Wich an utter Abolition of che Legal Sa: 


crifices. All which (tho now alter d or annull'd,) 


were once poſitive, indiſpenſable Laws, By God's awn 
24 N Appointment 
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„ . Appointment, that Man was Stoned, uh mas fond ga- 
mage ph thering ſticks on the Sabbath. The Unciveumciſed Mi. 
Child was to be Cut off from his People. But now we 
may as lawfully Work on the laſt Day of the Week | 
as on any other; there is now, no Circumciſion. It 
requir d then, the ſame Power to abrogate or change 
theſe Laws, as at firſt to make then. | 
Jobs. %% 3. Chriſt hath given us New Laws. 4 New Com- 
925 mandment, I give unto you, that you Love one another. 
Love your Enemies, do Good to them that hate you. Te have 
heard that it hath been ſaid, an Eye for an Eye, and a 
| Tooth for a Tooth. But I ſay unto you, that ye Reſiſt not 
Evil, &c. This Goſpel-Loyc and Meekneſs were not 
Evident in the Law z and will not, I ſuppoſe, be 
aid to be of the Law of Nature. Take, Eat, do this 
Luke. 2-19. in Remembrance of me (and St. Paul receivd the ſame 
A. from the Lord.) Go ye and Baptize all Nations, &c. 
This is as Solemn an Inſtitution of the two Chriſtian 
Sacraments as the Command was for the Paſſover or 
Circumciſion : And our Obligation to them muſt ariſe 
from the Command and poſitive Inſticution of 
Jeſus Chriſt. F 
Yer ſtill, all outward Force is wanting to Compell 
our Obedience. But what is there, beſides Natural 
Conſcience, and Right Reaſon, which do call to us 
in the Els of Nature? And common Prudence and 
Conſcience in Human Laws ? And why may not a 
_ Chriſtian's Conſcience, oblige him, and Prudence Di- 
rect Rational Men, without Compulſion ? The end of 
Coercion in civil Societies, is to guard the Law 
: HE (as 


(as far as it may) by inflicting ſuch Puniſhments 
ceive greater pain in ſuffering, than they taok pleaſure 


from the Advantage of obe ing zand the Evil-Mind» 
E 


Bad, in ahi. ee tO the Greater Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments which they do hold forth. 


cc 8 ST 4 P Rv N I, 


_ baſt paid the uttermoſt Fart hing. Depart from ye C urſed 
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the Rabborn and diſobediene, whereby they ſhall re- 


in the Act Mee Sang uinary Laws can do 
no more than thus perſuade; the Wiſe and Good, 


ed, from the Terrour of iſhment, As long 
as we ate free Agents, no Law can forcibly bind down 
to Obedience, in any one point: Tho' the Puniſh. 
ment be Capital, it cannot prevent the Laws being 
every Day broken. Conſider then, whether the 
Laws of God. may not impreſs a ſtranger Senſe of 
Obligation upon che Minds both of the Good and 


For Zdly, they alſo have their Penal Sanctions. 
And therefore that is not merely perſuaſion , and 
Advice only, which is enſorc'd by the Terror of h 
Puniſhments annexed to the Trangreſſion and Diſ- „ 
obedience. The Lawyer and Phyſician do not threaten 7 
Penalties, if their Directions ſhall notbe obſery'd ; but 


ſo doth Jeſus Chriſt, and, thro his Power, his A- 


poſtles. He that believeth not ſhall be Damned. Caſt d . „ 


the unprofitable Servant into outer Darkneſs. Bind bim ws. f. 26. 


hand and foot, and Caſt him into unter Darkneſs. There ſhall ,_ 
be Weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. Agree with thine 
Adverſary, leſt he deliver thee to the Judge, and the Judge 

to the Officer, and thou be Caſt into Priſon. Verihy IT ſay :;.,.. 
unto thee, thou ſhalt by no means come out thence, till thou 


49 
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fo Everlaſting Fir | , 


* 


or the Devil and his Angels, 
Inherit the Kingdom of God. Nei- 


een, The Unrighteous ſþ 
ther Fornicaors, &c. 


iſhments are reſery d to another 
againſt which the Sentence is 


And tho theſe Pun 
State, yet the actions, 
ced. belo 


pronoun is Life only; and 


* - 


oO CO 


quently mu aw alſo as to its Obligation, 


cho 


the Puniſhment be hereafter. The Law of our Coun- 
againſt Self- Murder, doth not take place 
ment till after che Death of the Crimi- 
nal; but for all chat, it is a Law; and the Sentence 
of having Chriſtian Burial denyed, with the Circum- 
ſtances attending it, hath reſtrain d many a Man 
from committing that Violence. And why may not 
the Sentence of Damnation, of being caſt out intò outer 
Darkneſs, and into Everlaſting Fire, and of not In- 


try which is 
as to its Puni 


hetiting the Kingdom of God, (Sanctions more 
nal and terrifying than Man can inf 


A 


218 4. . 
1 can inflict) have the 
Chriſtians, to Guard the Laws of 


ſame Effect upon 
the Goſpel ? 


In ſhort, let ir be conſidered from thoſe P _ 


ties which do conſtitute any Law, whether the 


re- 
oepts of the Goſpel do not catry more of force with 
| They are comman- 
Auth. 3k. 18. ded either by Jeſus Chriſt, who had all Power oven 
arth ; or elle b 

d. Who is Apoſtles. Chiif 
© himſelf, as che Apoſtle of his Father, ſpale not of 
zht him. And the Apo- 


them, than the Laws of Men. 


unte him by God in Heaven and in 
Holy Men of God, who were his 


ent 10. Himſelf, but as his Father ta 
ſtles of Chriſt (as well as the Prophets in old 


time) 


ſpale 


than the Laws of Men can. 
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Hoh Gboſt. For all Scripture ir given by Inſpiration! 2 Tim. 111. 10 


from Gad. The Commands of him then, who had 
all power ſrom God, and the Precepts of them that 


* 
4 


2Per. I, 21. 


were his Apoſtles, ſpeak with greater Authority 


And from whence a- 


riſeth the Obligation to obey Human Laws? Not 


primarily and merely from Man, ( for then all the Laws 


of Man are always to be obey'd ;) but it is from the 
Superior Law of God: They muſt be conformable. 


to that Greater Law, whereinſoever they can oblige; 
when contrary to it, tis our Duty not to obey. And 


to the end that we may not be ignorant of the Te- 
nor of God's Law, it hath had its Promulgation, far 


beyond what any Human Law could ever ſhew; 


to the whole Chriſtian World: For the ſame Rea- 
ſon/ chat the Law of Moſes was read every Sabbath day 
in the Synagogues, the Goſpel of Chriſt is conſtantly 
read in his Church. The Good which this Law pro- 
poſes is far greater than the Law of Man (of it Fit) 


It hath bin publiſh d every day from the beginning, 


Acts. XV. 21. | 


could ever intend ; our Temporal and Eternal Wel · 


farc. Its Obligation reaches che Conſcience „ over 


which Man hath no direct Dominion. It requireth 
Truth in the inward Parts, in which Man hath no 
knowledge. Its Rewards and Puniſhments (as they 
are greater, ſo they) are more certain; for the Mur- 
derer may eſcape; the Righteous may be oppreſs d 
in chis World; but to neither can fail the Award of 
che laſt Day: for God bath 8 4 Day in which be 
| N . 


Ac. XVII. 
11. 


Hebr 


be hath ordained Here is a Judge, and a Da 


[rw] 


will 1 judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Min 


n whom 

y for 

Judgment Appointed: If chere are no Laws ers 

Goſpel, upon what muſt the Sentence be 3 

ed? By what Rule muſt we be acquitted or Con- 

demn'd? . 
If then we Conſider the Authority of he Law: 

giver, the end of Divine Laws, — ſufficiency of 
their Promulgation, the greatneſs and certainty of 


theit Rewards and Puniſhments (or any thing elle, 


that we yet know to be Eſſential to make a Law 
valid,) how can it be ſaid with Conſiſtency of Rea- 


ſon or Religion, that Jeſus Chrift, hath not Eſta- 


x Thief 10 13. 


bliſh'd Laws in his Goſpel ? which are to be receiv'd 
as the Word of God it ſelf, (in which they are con- 
tain'd,) not as the Word of Men, but as it is in Trath, 
the Word of God. | 
IT. To ſhew chat there is a diſtin Order of Men 


apointed to Officiate in the Church of Chriſt: Tits 


V 1, 


may be conſider'd in 4 particulars. 
1. With reſpect to Chriſt himſelf, 
2. To his Apoſtles. 


3. With regard to choſe whom the Apoſtles one 
into the Vineyard. 


4. Wich reſpe& to the Practice of the Church 
ſince their time. 


1. As to the firſt, the Author to the Felrews | 
proves, thateven Jeſus Chriſt had his Call from God. 
Becauſe (as he argues) Every high Prieft taken from 
ws Men, is ordained for Men in things pertaining to 

God; 


4 


W 
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God ; that he may offer both Gifts and Sacrifices for Sins. 
As the- High Prieſt is ordained in things pertaining to 
God alone may empower him to offer Sacrifices 


for Sins; for who can forgive Sins but God alone? If he Lake. v. 2 
| be taken from among Men, and ordained for Men, then 
is he ſer apart and particularly 22 to this Of- 


fice. To this purpoſe the Apoſtle makes a very im- 
portant Compariſon between Chriſt's Prieſthood and 
Aaron's ; and ſhews the Hebrews (who, be lure, wete 
Zealous for that Prieſthood which God had ſo parti- 


cularly apointed among them,) the Preference of 


Chriſt's Prieſthood in all reſpects. 1. Both were Prieſts; 


they of Aaron only Temporary, with a Continual 


Succeſſion ; but Chriſt's Prieſthood was perpetual. 2. 
Both were call'd of, God: Chriſt with an Oath ; 
call'd as a Son, immediately by his Father's Voice from 


Heaven : The Jewiſh Prieſt's, without an Oath , call'd Heb, V. 


as Servants, immediately by Men; call'd after Aaron's 
Order, but Chriſt after Melchizedek's , before, and higher 


than Aaron. 3 Both offered for Sins they (for cir 


own, as well as of others) offered the Sacrifices of 
the Law: But Chriſt, being without din, offer'd him- 
ſelf on the Croſs, only fof other Men's Sins. If Chrift 


therefore, Glorified not himſelf to be made an bigh Prieſt ; "vr. V.4. 3. 


but he that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have 
T begotten thee, No Man (lays the Apoſtle) taketh this 
Honour unto himſelf, but he that is called of God. 

2. And therefore 2dly, the Apoſtles and Diſci- 


ples of Chriſt, were a Select Company of Men, 


choſen and call d by himſelf, as he was by God as 


C 2 once 


Ma b. IX, 4 


VIII. 19. 


C121 


one from the Receit of C uſtom, out of the 2 1720 


Others from mending their Nets. One Chriſt med 3 
The Scribe who ſaid unto him, Maſter J will 
thee whitherſoever thou goeſt. One "ws wall bir 


would not follow; the Voung Rich Man to whom 


XIX. 21, 22. 


X. 1 .&c 


XVIII. 18. 


19. 
FI 


John. XIV. as. 


Chriſt ſaid, Sell that thou haſt, and give to the Poor, I 
and come and follow me : But he went away ſorrowful. 
Which ſhews that all Men were not alike fir for 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, nor capable of being his 
Diſciples. But now to theſe Choſen Veſſels, Chriſt gave 
Power againſt unclean Spirits; to 155 all manner of ſick- 

neſs ; to preach the Goff pes and to let their Peace come 

upon that Houſe which was worthy ; but in any that 
was not worthy to let their Peace return to themſelves , and 
to ſhake off the Duſt of their Feet againſt that City or 
Flouſe. 

Chriſt declares moreover aſter his Reſurrection; 
that all Power was given unto him in Heaven and i 5 
Earth: And inthe plenitude of that Authority he gives 
forth his Commandments to his Apoſtles. — Go ye 
therefore and Teuch all Nations, Baptizing them in the 
Nime of the "Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all "things whatſoever T 
have Commanded you : And Lo! I am with you alway, 

even to the end of the World, Chriſt cells them far 
cher, that the Comforter which is the Holy Ghoſt (whom 
my Father ſhall ſend in my Name,) he ſhall Teach 
| you all things, and bring all things to your NO hs 


| whatſoever 1 have fad 1 unto on. 


From 


n f Ds £ 
L 
; y 
; LY 
{ i 4 uf 
— 98 * 
1 8 5 
Fi bd 
. == 


7 . 1 3 * ; OY 1 N f 3 | 3 
From hence we may obſerve 1. That as Chriſt 


himſelf was call'd'and ſent by God, ſo there was a 
5 choſen Company of Men appointed by him to Preach 
his Goſpel , who had Reaſon therefore to ſtyle 


| themſelves, not the | Apoſtles of Men, neither by Man, 
5 but by Feſus Chriſt, and God the Father. 2. All thoſe 
; things which Chriſt had Commanded , they chat 
| receiv d his Goſpel, were to be Faught to obſer ve. 3. 
This Commiſſion given to the Apoſtles was ofen 


mighty Extent t Difeiple and Baptize all Nations: 


And it muſt neceſſarily Employ more Hands, and 


laſt to the end of Time; for to Teach and Baptize 
all Nations, was not to be done by Twelve Nien, 
and finiſhd im the Apoſtolick Age. We know that 
the far greater part of this Work is ſtill unperform d 


in many large Regions: And as long as there ſhall 


Gal. I. 1. 


be ſucceſſivo Generations of Men born in the Chri- 


tian World, there will be Sueceſſions of New Sub- 
jects, to be ſtill added to the Kingdom of Chriſt. 
As therefore this Commiſſion extended to all Nations, 
ſo likewiſe doth the Promiſe of Chriſt, (Lo I am 
with you always, even to the End of the World) reach 


to the End of Time; not only to the Apoſtles, but 


to their Succeſſors ; who to the World's End will 
be ſtill Diſcipling and Baptizing all Nations, and 
New Generations of Men. Laſtly, It appears from 
hence, that whatſ6ever the Apoſtles Inſtituted in the 
Church of Chriſt, was not only by the mere Di- 
rection of the Holy Spirit, (which yet is enough to 
| lay on us all Obligation to obey;) but it Was 1 
ro the 


Mat, XXVI iT. 
20. 


* 


4.4 as 


Joh. XV. 26. the Hoh Ghoſt's bringing all things to their Remembrance 


K. 6. 


1 Cor. XII. 
29, 28. 


17. 


Direction, how they 


which Chriſt bad ſaid unto them. How then could they 
otherwiſe underſtand that ſaying, than as Chriſt's 
ſhould ſend the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, [as my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I 
you ? ] If they were ſent by Chriſt, even as his Fa- 
ther ſent him, they muſt neceſſarily be inveſted, 
with a Power to call and ſend others after them; 
for ſo Chriſt was ſent by God; and ſo the Nature 
of the Work appointed to them, requir J. 
And 3dly, ſ the Apoſtles call'd and ſſent others 
to preach , not without diſtinction, but Men with 
Solemnity ſet apart for the Work. And the que. 
ſtion which the Apoſtle asks, determines this Point. 
Are all Apoſtles ? Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers ? &c. 
No ! God hath ſet ſome ; firſt Apoſtles, Secondarily Pro- 
phets; Thirdly Teachers, &c. God (not Man) hath ſet 
them in this order. Jf the whole Body were an He, 
(enlighten d throughout to Guide and direct, and not 
ſerviceable to any other uſe,) Where then were the 
Hearing ? If all might be Teachers, where then 


| were thoſe that are to be inſtructed ? This Docttine 


is not only built on the Authority of an Apoſtle, 
but grounded on Natural Reaſon , which ſhews the 
Contuſion that mult needs follow, if every Man 


| ſhou'd uſurp the Right of Preaching the Goſpel, 


Adminiſtring che Sacraments and Governing the 


Church. ; ; . * 
Let us then ſee what was the Practice of the A- 


poltles, and of the Church in their Days. The firſt 
N whom 


en 


of Haad bad pray d, they lay'd their Hands on them 


Bien) wp oy 


112 


whom they choſe was into the place of Judas: Tze a . 
apointed tuo 3 e and Ae, and prq d. Lord, 3 1 


| thou knoweſt the Hearts of all Men, ſhew whether of 


theſe two thou haſt choſen \ and they gave forth the Lot, 
and the, Lot fell upon Matthias. The next were the 
Seven Deacons, to whom even that lower Office of di- 


ſtributing the Alms of the Church, was not Com- 


mitted without a particular deſignation. The choice 


of fit Perſons, was, indeed ſrom the Brethren — 
Brethren, look ye out among you Seven Men (not of Ty 


promiſcuous Multitude but Seven Men) of Honeſt Re- 


part, full of the Holy Ghaſt.—— And then the Ap- 


t of theſe Ha and Holy Men, muſt be 
2 — .the Apoſtles; * mum we may Abaint oer , Le 


this acuh (lay they) not whom ye may Apoint, (as xe eine. 


hach been often obſery's, ſome Faulty Copies of our 

af tender it.) Wherefore to the Apoltles 
The Ordination of chem, by laying,on 
* Fa they ſet them before the Apoſtles, and vr 


3 
and the Word of God increaſed, and the Number 7 
the Diſciples multiph'd in Jeruſalem greatly 
. Nay even where the Direction of the Holy Ghoſt 
15 by Name. thoſe that | ſhould 


ſercle the Church the Gentiles; yet the Miſ- 
ſion and 8 them was —= d to the 
Governors of the Church, as when the Holy XIIL 2. 


ſais. Separate; me Barnabas and Sau, for the Work, where- 
unto 1 have calf d them. 


The one a Good Man, full 


1 


of the Holy Ghoſt and Faith who had ele much People x1. 4 
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„ St. Clement 


tells us chat 
in his times 
they ordain- 
ed VHithops 
TIvivueal: 


Jaxsudseiſic 


1 Ep. 4d. ot. 


Acts. XIII. 3. 


i Tie. 1; 6. 


1 Tim, v. 22. 


2 Tim. II. 2. 


Tit, 3 Fo ; | 


0 =_ 


af Antinch, \ thit were added to tht Lorle Tie arhitt; 
See Converted; Who had Already Preach'd 
Chriſt in the Synagogues, and Confounded the Jews at 
Damaſcus. And both, now called by Name, * by the 
Holy Ghoſt to this Work. Nevertheleſs they were to 
be ſeparated, have the Hands of the Governours of 
the Church laid on chem, and receive their Miſſion 
from them. And accordingly when they had faſted and 
. Pray d and laid their FRA on them, they Haut them a- 
way. 

57 Vertue of the ſane Connie to 0 K 95 
ſtles were James, Timothy and Titus fer over the Churches 
of Jeruſalem Epheſus gr Crete. Timothy, put in mind 
by St. Paul, to ſtir up the Gift of God Blies was in 
him, by the putting on of his Hands. 'Exhorted, 
lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man. Neither to 3 
with other Mens Sins. | The things which be had Learn 
ed of St. Paul, the ſame to Commit to faith Ehen, 


fhonld ze able to Teach others alſo: And /e; oY con 


tinue down a ſucceſſion of aichful Teächers. | For 
this end, was Titus left by St. Paul in Crete, that he 
might ſet in-order the things that were wanting; (or left 
andone] and ordain Elders in every City "as be bad 4. 


pointed bim. If every Man without Giſtinction might 


Preach the Goſpel, the ordaining Elders in every 
City needed not to be recommended in particular 
to Tus. This was not one of the chings wimting 
or left undone; if all Men had u Righ to Preach 
and Adminiſter ne 70 inthe TO n 


4 


4 


— 


2 


5 And with this laying on of Hands, there was 4u- 8 
4 thority like wiſe · given; them that Sin d, to Rebuke be-. Tim. V. 20. 
8 fore all 3 that others might fear. To Rebuke ſharply and Tie. L 13. II. 

le FF with all Authority; that they might be ſound in tbe 

9 Faith. And even over the Elders themſelves, Ti. 

E: mothy had Power given him, as is evident by that 

, Precept of the Apoſtles, not to receive an Arcuſation a- Tim. V. 1g, 


| gainſt an Elder, but before two or three Witneſſes. 
From hence it appears, that all Men in Common 
have not a right to the Prieſtly Office: From Chriſt's 
having his Call from God, and from the choice 
which himſelf made of his own Apoſtles and Dif. 
ciples; after that, from the Apoſtles —— apart pro- 
Perſons for the Apoſtleſhip and Miniſtry; and 
— the Command of the Holy Ghoſt to ſeparate 
and ordain, whom even himſelf had call 'd , and laſtly 
from the ſeveral Rules given, about chooſing fic Men 
for the Work. All which laid rogether, doth abun- 
: dantly illuſtrate the Argument of St. Paul; How 
ſhall Men call on God, in whom they have not believ'd ? 
And how ſhall they believe in bim, of whom they have not 
heard ? And how ſhall they bear without a Preacher ? 
And how ſhall they Preach, except they be ſent ? 
4. And now fourthly, whether the Church of 
Chriſt hath followed theſe Precepts and Examples of 
the Apoſtles (as they followed Chriſt's) may be beſt 
learned from its conſtant Practice. Of which it can- 
not be the Task of this place to give a particular 
Account. But in general ic may be affirm d that 
above 1500 Years after Chriſt, none were ſuffer'd 
eee D ER to 
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to officiate in Holy Things, and acknowledg'd by the 
Faithful, who were not thus admitted to the Mini- 
Rights of be ſtry. Baptiſm by Lay Hands, was only in Caſes of 
cl - abſolute neceſſity ; and then, not without Licence 
<p. 4 from the Governours of the Church: Abſurdly there- 
fore argued for, when there is no ſuch neceſſity, and 
no Licence given. Frumentius, who Preach d the 
* 11h: 47. Goſpel and Converted a People * immediately re- 
jn .x:bio4 ceiv d Epiſcopal Ordination, that he might be their 
ret, Lawful Paſtor, and ſettle the Church. And to Con- 
ee, nc. vert Unbelievers, or reclaim the Ungodly, is the 
. cont of 15 Duty of every Good Chriſtian ; to whom never- 
lege n theleſs it is not permitted to Miniſter in the Publick, 
twp ant without a lawful Call, For as it is ſaid in our 23d 
pace. wich Article, © It is not lawful for any to take upon 
a9. © him the Office of Publick rh 6 Miniftri 
raining im. * in the Church, before he be lawfully call'd 
F himjie © ſent to execute the ſame. And thoſe we ought to 
more Worthy © judge lawfully call'd and ſent, which be choſen 
Troy © and call'd to this Work by Men who have Pub- 
he nb © lick Authority given them in the Congregation, to 
call and ſend Miniſters into the Vineyard. 
And tho in a late Expoſition of this Article a 
Rights of tze Learned and Reverend Prelate (not quoted in his own 
9 Words by this Author,) ſays, © that this Authority | 
„and Power may be devolved upon the Prince or 
ſſupreme Power, (who comprehends virtualy the 
_ _*. whole People in him ; ) and that, even the People 
* may have this Power, who (le ating from a de- 
* fil'd Worſhip) may chooſe — of their own 
Number 


Ws. 


Number to Miniſter in Holy things; and that this 
. is not annull d or condemitt'd by this Article. Yet 
(with the loweſt Submiſſion and Deference) I moſt 
Humbly propoſe that this cannot be Conſtrued for 
the meaning of this Article (as itis an Article of the 
Church of England,) for this Reaſon ; becauſe in the 
"Preface to the Form of Ordination, c. it is ex- 
y ſaid “ That no Man ſhall be accounted or 
* taken to be, a lawful Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon, 
« (or ſuffer d to execute any of the ſaid Functions) 
except he be call d, tryed, examin'd and admit- 
ted thereunto, according to the Form hereafter 
© following, or hath had formerly Epiſcopal Ordi- 
nation or Conſecration.— Now the calling of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt according to this Form, is by Bi- 
ſhops z which is here affirmed to be the only Lawful 
Call in our Chutch.—— But this without any Men- 
tion, Conſideration, or Reflection upon the Conſti- 
tution of Foreign Churches that are without Bi- 
ſhops; which therefore it belongs not to us to Cen- 
ſure. | | 
III. As to my laſt particular, that theſe Miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt are inveſted with the ſole Power of 
admitting Members into his Church, and likewiſe 
of Excluding from ics Communion, the Time permits 
me to ſpeak only in ſhort and in general. As firſt, 
1. That the Church of Chriſt is a Society of Faith- 
ful Believers to whom the Mercies of God are made 
over by the Covenant in the Goſpel, whereof they 
are admitted to be partakers, by Baptiſm : In which 
| | | 2 we 


1 


we may diſtinguiſh between the Offce of Baptizing, 
and the Right of Adminiſtring or denying that Sa- 
crament. A Power, which evidently appears in the 
Baptiſm of the Adult zwhich in the Primitive Times, 
was not without the tryal of ſeveral Years; and our 
Rubrick orders not to be done without Notice firſt 
given to the Biſhop at leaſt a Week before; that ſo 
due Care may be taken for their Examination &c. 
And if through Ignorance, Hereſy or _ Immo- 
rality, the Perſons ſhall be unqualified to be par- 
takers of the Covenant of Grace, it is in the Power 
of the Miniſter to refuſe Baptiſm , and he performs 
his Truſt by ſo doing. If, for example, they ſhall be 
found to be ignorant of, or to deny any of the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith, (which yet in Baptiſm 
they are ſolemnly to profeſs that they do believe, ) 

or if it be their Opinion, or avow'd Practice, to in. 
dulge themſelves in Carnal Sins, (all which they are 
there bound to Renounce; ) or if they diſown the 
Divinity of any of the Perſons of the Holy Trinity 
(in whoſe Name they come to be Baptiz d;) who 

will then ſay, that they are fit for Baptiſm, which 
doth ſo ſolemnly engage them to the contrary ? 
And it cannot be the Compact and Conſent of 
Chriſtians, (of which ſome are ſo fond in all Caſes 
of Submiſſion, from whence this Power ariſeth; be- 
cauſe it is exercis d before their Confederation, and be- 
fore they are Chriſtians ; for Baptiſm is the Initiating 
Federal Rite: But whether they ſhall be admitted to 
Baptiſm, or not, belongs to the Paſtoral Truſt, 
It 


E 
It is indeed by the Conſent of the adult Perſon, that 
he ſubmits to this Tryal and Examination; but 
vwithout it, he cannot be Baptiz d: His Conſent there. 
fore doth plainly argue an antecedent Right in the 
Paſtor, to judge of his fitneſs, and a general Truſt 
to be lodg'd in him, of adminiſtring or denying 
Baptiſm, according to the Qualifications of the Perſons 
that preſent 2 to him. Which alſo is the ſame 
in reſpect of the other Chriſtian Sacrament, of the 

Lord's Supper. 9 
2. The exerciſe of this Power and Truſt concern- 
ing the admiſſion of the Members into the Church 
of Chriſt, doth in it ſelf imply a Power of Excluding 
from its Communion all choſe that ſhall openly and 
wickedly violate the Conditions of the Goſpel-Co- 
venant; which having engag d themſelves to abide by, 
they were on that account made Chriſtians. It is Evi- 
dent that they forfeit their Right to the Goſpel- Pro- 
miſes by living impenitently in Contraòiction to the 
Conditions of the Covenant; and when their He- 
reſy or Depra vedneſs ſhall become Notorious, (for 
E. cleſia non Cognoſcit niſi de Publicis, to the end that the 
Blaſphemy of Unbelie vers, and all Offence and Cor- 
ruption of the good may be avoided, is it not reaſona- 
ble that they ſhould be thrown out of the Communion 
of the Faithful, whom they fo ſorely afflict and zempe 
by depraving the true Faith, or by their impurity of 
Life? How can the Paſtor ſecure his Flock from the 
Contagion, without the Power of Excluding from it 
there Rotten and infected Members? For what pag 
poſe 
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poſe hath the Holy Ghoſt made overſeers to X feed the 
Church of God, it they have nor Authority to preſerve 
ics Peace and welfare, (againſt the Feuds and Factions 


of Hereſy and Schiſm, and againſt obſtinate diſobe- 


Eph, IV, 3 


dience to the Commands of the Goſpel,) by doing 


whatſoever is neceſſary to keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life? 
This Power and Juriſdiction, as to the Exerciſe of 
it in a Chriſtian State, (fearing God and not perſecut- 
ing the Church) we all own, may and muſt be re- 


gulated in ſuch a manner by the Authority of the 


Magiſtrate, as beſt Conduces to the Mutual Happt- 
neſs and Tranquillity both of Church and State. For, 


| as Arch-Biſhop Laud ſaid in his Speech in the Star- 


Chamber, Tho our Office be from God and Chriſt 
immediately, yet may we not Exerciſe that Power 
either of Order or Jurisdiction) but as God hath 
i apoinited us: That is, not in his Majeſty's, or any 
* . Chriſtian King's Kingdoms, but by, and under the 
* Power of the King given us ſo to do. — Which 


is the more remarkable, becauſe a late Author ſays, 


that in the Cenfure of Baſtwick, all the Biſhops 


A then preſent denyed openly, that they had their 


Juriſdiction as Biſhops, from the King. 
This Juriſdiction therefore cannot clath with the 
Civil Authority, and ſet up two Independent Powers 
oppoſing each other in a Chriſtian State. How often 
mult they be cold, chat we do profeſs the Religion 
of the Golpel ; which doth not at all meddle wich 


the outward Condition of Men, bur leaves the Ser- 


pj 


vant 


5 


IIS, the bond and the free, the Sub- 


ject and the Prince, juſt in the ſame State it found 
them; but under ſtricter Obligations of performing 


| their Reſpective Duties? So that theſe Powers (the 


ical and Civil) are not about the ſame thing, 


but under different Laws. Tis not the fame chin 

to make a Citizen and a Chriſtian : The Subject 

the Diſciple, are different Conſiderations of the lame 
Man. St. Paul was a Free- Born Citizen of Rome, but 
he was Baptiz d by Ananias; his Baptiſm could nor 
entitule him to thoſe Privileges his Citizenſhip did; 
he therefore pleaded it, tho a Chriſtian, and he af. 
terwards ſuffer d by the Laws he was bound to. For 
the Prieſt or Apeſtle is as much a Subject to his Prince, 
as any Few or Gentile; and the Chriſtian Prince is as 
anſwerable to God, as any of his Subjects. He there- 
fore knows it to be his Duty to obey _ Commands 


of his Lord, and to = Chriſt's Miniſters in the 


Execution al their Office: And if his Commands 
ſhall be Contrary to the Goſpel, the Chriſtian Sub- 
jet knows the Reſolution Ka that we ought to 

Obey God rather than Men. 

All are taught in this Church, that the Canon of 
the Holy Scripcures is Compleated, with the ſevereſt 
Denunciation againſt them that ſhall add thereto: 
Our Rule of Faith is contain d and concluded in 


them; tis not in the Prieſt's Power to add ought of 


his own Invention, or of other Mens; or not to 
Preach what is therein preſcrib d. Aud ſo far the 
: Chriſtian — willingly hears Chriſt's Miniſters, 


for 


F-4 


AQ 3, V. 29, 


a 


| | 2 W 
for Chriſt's ſake , if they go farther, he may, and 


ought to repreſs them. Imperare facienda, he knows 
to be his own Province in the outward Polity of the 
Church; but not Inperata facere. "ls iu . Exxanoies 
the firſt Chriſtian Emperor challenged to be within 
his Prerogative; but J %%, ro Miniſter in Holy 
things, he own'd to belong to others called thereto. 

And therefore that Aſſertion, that Chriſtian Princes 
have Power to Miniſter in all Holy Offices in the 


Church, becauſe by their Authority they protect and 


2 Chron. 
XXVI. 13. 


Nawb XVI. 
32, 53 


regulate the doing of it, is inconſequential in Mr. 


Hobbs and our late Author. They have not this 
Power, as Princes ; for then Heathen Princes might be 
Chriſtian Pricſts. Have they it then from the Law 
of God ? Far the Contrary, in the Remarkable In- 
ſtances of Uzziah, Corah, Dathan and Abiram | It 4p. 
pertaineth not unto thee Uzziah, to burn Incenſe unto the 
Lord, but to the Prieſts, (ſaid Azariah, with Fourſcore 
Prieſts of the Lord ,) and they withſtood Uzziah the 

King. And the Example of the Dreadful Judgment 
which was inflicted by God upon theſe Men, that 
would uſurp the Prieſtly Office, (one a Sovereign King, 
the other three with their followers, mighty Princes 
ot Renown,) hath hitherto ſtood a warning againſt 
the hike preſumption; and will continue ſo to do, 


till ic ſhall be prov'd, that the Conſecration of the 8 


Lord s Supper, and the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, 
is oi little or no Concern in Religion, compar'd 
with the Burning of Incenſe. | 


Have 


L 25 ] 


Have then Chriſtian Princes this Right from the 
Goſpel, or from Immemorial Cuſtom ? But there is 


not any one Example in Church-Hiſtory for a Pre- 
cedent z only perhaps of the Apoſtate Julian, who as 


=_ Prieſt, offer d Sacrifices to the Heathen Gods in 


deſpight to Chriſtianity : (To which yet he was conſe- 
crated after their way.) An Example (on ewould think) 


not to be fer by a Chriſtian Author, to a Chriſtian 


Prince | But there is no Record in the Church of 
Chriſt of any Chriſtian Emperor that Baptiz'd, tho 


of ſeveral, who were themſelves Baptiz'd by his Mi- 
niſters. Tho” Jcfus Chriſt Converted St. Paul, yet 
Ananias (one of the 70) was ſent to Baptize him, and 
waſh away his Sins. Tho” the Angel viſited Corne- 
lius from the Lord, yet was St. Peter ſent to Preach 


Acts. IX. 1% 
XXII. 26. 


. 


the Goſpel unto him. Theſe are Examples of no 


unneceflary Caution, whereby it hath pleaſed God 
to ſet us his own Pattern, for the ſecuring che Ad- 
miniſtration of Holy Things in the Church of Chriſt, 
in the Hands of the Stewards of his Myſteries. 
And thus (too long I fear, but far ſhort of the 
Dignity and neceſſity of the Subject) have I Exa- 
min d the three Points I propos , in which we may 
the better be allow'd to plead for our (elves, ſince 
teis the Caule of . and of the Proteſtant 


Faith which we Vindicate againſt Atheiſm and 


Popery, againſt Unchriſtian Reviling and Im- 
morality, On which Account it becomes the Con- 
ccrn of every ſerious Good Man (of what perſua- 


tion ſoever) to Rebuke that Spirit of Calumny which 
2 of 


: 4 


atts. XX. 28. 


Ns ic of Ju 
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of late is gon out into the World, in handling 
this Controverſy. e 

For, 1. If chere were any Religion in it,. why is 

the Prieſthood (of all Functions) ſer up for the Mark 
of their Scoffing and Bitterneſs? It they are Believers 
in Jeſus Chriſt, why is this Perſecution begun at the 
Honſe of God? Tis not ſurely tor Inſtruction a- 
gainſt the Errors of any particular Church, but it 
1s the Church ic ſelf, (%% Built an the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being the Chief Corner- 
Stone: Tho' purchaſed with the Blood of God ; ) that is 
in their Aim, who do thus Daman the Church with- 
out diſtinction of True or falſe: For where is 
that Church left in the Chriſtian World, which they 
profeſs their Hope of Salvation in? Tis not the Infir- 
mitys of them who bear the Character, but the Or- 
der it ſelf which is the Object of their Hatred, who 
Revile the Miniſters of Chriſt without Exception. 
"Twas the Nature, not the Men, which that Philoſo- 
pher (deſervedly call'd the Man-Hater ) perſecuted 
by his Railings againſt all he met. But they know 
what they do : For as a Learned Author obſerves in 
the Life of Julian, (who wanted nor Scurrility to Ex- 
poſe, nor any baſe Art to overthrow the Church of 
Chriſt,) ** The Clergy, ſays he, have always been the 
great Eye-Sores to Men of Pernicious and Atheſti- 
cal Principles, whoſe deſperate deſigns they have 
* ftrenuoully oppos d, and could never be brought 
to he content that the World thould be overun with 


Atheiſm 


N 11 
0 Atheiſm and Impiety; and thereby fbetray the 

< Souls committed to their Charge. 

2. Tis againſt Popery we a or 'tis their Ob- 

jection, (lo often baffled by the Martyrs and Cham- 

2 of our Reformation, ) that the Proteſtant Re- 
igion is Built upon Parliamentary Power; that we _ | 

have no Prieſts, no Sacraments amongſt us. By which Criſtian 

Inſinuation they have drawn many over to the 

Church of Rome. Tis their way of arguing, that be- 

cauſe we hold thoſe Doctrines which are to be prov'd b 
from the Scriptures, we do not differ from them in 

their Idolatrous Abſurdities. And ſuch are the Wile 

and Honeſt Inferences of this Author that we ought 

not to deny Tranſubſtantiation becauſe we believe the |, _ 

Real Preſence Sacramentaly : Becauſe we Conſecrate Coriftian ” 

Churches, we ought not to Condemn their Conſe- . ft 

cration of Bells Beads and Candles. with many ,,,. 35 « 

other Inſinuations at the latter end of his Book * 

for many Pages together. Immoderate Railing doth 

but prejudice a good Cauſe that is founded on 

the Truth and Charity of the Goſpel. And 

when we ſec the Edge of the Weapon turn d againſt 

this Church, which all the Churches of Chriſtendom * Viz fone 

(except the Romiſh and their Adherents *) do hold Bf the Greek 

| to be a true and ſound part of Chriſt's Church, In the kate 

whoſe Cauſe is the Sword of our Adverſaries drawn ? newer. 


zdly, Tis moſt Unchriſtian Revilings we ſtand de Rowan | 
againſt: wirh which I will not defile my own thoughts, uch prevail- 
nor offend Chaſt Ears; but (as Chriſt pray d for his 9 
Murderers) pray God to give the Authors of them d Sead. 
| Wa A 


oppoſe. 


a timely ſight of their Errors? to take from them 
this Gall of Bitterneſs; and to give them a ſerious Re- 
pentance, chat (if it may be,) they may make repara- 
tion for their Blaſphemous Reproaches ; and that they 
may have at laſt cheir part and Lot in the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, which they do now ſo miſerably afflièt and 


Laſtly. Tis in the Defence of all Chriſtian Du- 


ties and good Morality : For it is by theſe Miniſters of 


the Goſpel,thar Faith in God and Chritt, is Preach'd in 
the ſame Articles that have always been receiv'd in the 
Church, and are in the Scriptures; and (together wich 
Faith,) Good Works as neceſſary to Salvation: The 
Reſpective Duties to God and Man; to Love our 
Neighbour as our ſelves; to Honour and Obey the 


Queen, and all that are put in Authority under her; 


Ad, XIV. 1 5 


Eph. IV. >, 


Humanity then, to paſs by Human Infirmities in us 


and to ſubmit our ſelves to all our Governours, &c. 

For theſe Reaſons, we are the more Zealous in 
Vindicacing the juſt Powers and Dignity ot our Miſe 
ſion. And ſince we own at the ſame time, and teach 
all Dutiful Submiſſion to our Superiors; and you 
in this Audience of the Higher Rank, receive this Tri- 
bute both from our ſelves, and from thoſe below 
you in your own Order; let me Humbly beſpeak 
you in the Apoſtle's Words ro Conſider, that we are 
Men of like Paſſions with you, and Preach unto you that 
you ſhould turn from theſe Vanities to the Living God. We 
holdthis Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of 
the Power may be of God and not of us. Let it be your 


The 


"TNT 


The Diſtinction of your Birth Education and State 
not to Revilers and Prophane, in Holy things | 
-Your Juſtice, not to fix the Faults of a few upon 
the Order ! If tis not your Charity (after her Maieſties 
great Example) to Relieve, yet let it be your Good- 
| Neſs, not to add Sorrow to Affliction, and Expoſe 
a Poor Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt for his Poverty, 
whoſe Patrimony may perhaps be in your Hands! 
For as the meaneſt Man is made in the Image of God, 
fo is the Character of the Prieſthood of Chriſt, in 
the Pooreſt of our Order, as in the Higheſt. Let 
it then be your Chriſtianity, to Reverence that Holy 
Function, by whoſe Hands you were made the 
Heirs of Salvation! And let it be Eſteemed the 
moſt abject and abandon d State a Chriltian can fall 
into, to Blaſpheme God by oppreſſing or Reviling 
the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ! For che Contempt 
doth Terminate in God. Hie that deſpiſeth you, ſaith 5 
Chriſt, deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him 

that ſent we. : * 
W hat ſoever we are in our ſelves, (che Worſt of 

us I hope not ſo Bad as our Adverlaries Repre- 
ſent the Beſt 3 and the Beſt of us, the meaneſt of c v. 2. 
God's Servants in our own Eyes;) yet we are An- 
| baſſadors for Chriſt 3 as tho God did beſeech you by us, 
we pray you in Chriſt's ſlead to be Reconciled to God. 
Account of us as the Mmiſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 1s. 
of the Myſteries of God. Let the Elders that Rule well, TE 
(they eſpecially wi labour in the Word and Doctrine) be * Tia. V-r7, 
Count ed worthy of double Honour! And. fo ſhall your 

1 „ | Examples, 


„„ 2 
Examples, whom God hath plac d on high for the 
Light and Defence of his Church, have Influence on 
them of Inferior Degree, and leſs poliſh'd in their 
Eph, VI. 12. Manners. - Oh! Let not this Spiritual Wickedneſs be 
in High Places. Le 8 
am the better aſſur'd, knowing before whom I 
ſpeak ; them who do not unwillingly hear a Do- 
 &rine which they endeavour to ſupport, and by a 
=. good Example to Diſcountenance and beat down 
the Contrary Vice. And this, my Reverend Bre- 
c⸗ren, (for which I cannot fail of having their Te- 
C ſtimony,) is the beſt Congratulation we can give ro 
our Right Reverend and Honourable Dioceſan, into 
theſe Parts of his Diocels. For this is what adds 
the Chriſtian Luſtre to his own Birth, and makes 
the Hereditary Honour of an Ancient Houſe def- 
cend more genuine. Theſe things are ſo agreeable 
to his Generous Spirit; have been ſo much, 
and ſo long, the Exerciſe of his Epiſcopal Care, for 
the Defence of his Clergy and the Eftabliſh'd Church 
' againſt all Inſults, that it muſt needs be the moſt 
acceptable Reception to him, to find us gratefully 
acknowledging the ſame Noble Chriſtian Diſpoſi- 
tions to be in the Gentlemen of the Higheſt Rank, 
and Eſteem amongſt us; (ſome Argument I hope 
tor our ſelves, that we are not thought altogether 
unworthy of their Favour and Protection.) 
To this then, let us add the Offering of our 
' own Duty and Gratitude ; our ſenſe of the Greater 
es. 1,25, Obligations we are under, to keep our ſelves unſpotted 
. | trom 


from the World; and to be the more careful, to do 
nothing that may reflect a juſt Scandal upon our 
Holy Profeſſion | leaſt Satan get an Advantage of us ; 2 Cor. 11. f4. 
for we are not ignorant of his Devices; Nor yet of 

the Inſtruments, he ſets up in Oppoſition to 

Chriſts Kingdom. But we know who hath ſaid, I Hebr. xitt.s. 
will never leave thee nor forſake thee. And him who . xxvm. 
hath promis'd, Lo! I am with you always; even unto ** 

the end of the World, — To whoſe Grace and 

Holy Protection we commit our elves, and the 

Church of Chriſt, Giving Glory to God the Fa- 

ther, the Son, and Holy Spirit, Three Perſons one 

God, Bleſſed for Evermore ! Amen. . 
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